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Amiens report Friday 
29th – 31st July 2022 
 
The Amiens project on the 
Southern Darling Downs 
comprises seven adjacent 
properties some of which are 
natural bush while others have 
sections of cultivation.  Deer 
and rabbits were reported to be 
present by a number of the 
properties.  On the last 
weekend of July, four of us; 
Sam, Steve, Damien T and Ted 
attended this project.  We 
worked in pairs to cover as 
much of the properties as 
possible.  Base camp was a 
small cottage kindly provided 
by one of the properties. 
 
On Friday night Steve and 
Damien T went north to one of 
the cultivated farms and Sam 
and Ted to the south. 

 
Damien T reports: 
 
We split into two man teams 
and after a short drive from our 
base, we entered the alloted 
property and removed our rifles 
from safe storage and made 
ready.  It was still relatively 
early in the evening, just after 
7pm, clear skies, dark from the 

lack of moon and Stanthorpe 
winter cold.  
 
With the thermal monocular’s 
powered on and windows 
down, we slowly drove along 
the farm tracks adjacent to 
cultivated paddocks.  A short 
time later, we spotted a small 
mob of pigs coming out of the 
bush on the edge of the crops, 
so quickly and quietly we 
stopped the car and made 
ready.  The mob had 
disappeared by this time, and 
we thought we had scared 
them off, when all of a sudden, 
after a few minutes of quiet 
waiting, they came back into 

view and closer into range.  
Steve was first shot and found 
a good stable rest and took a 
sow.  The mob split in two 
directions with three squirters 
off to the left making a fast and 
successful exit once they ran 
into the trees and rocks.  Then 
in all the chaos and noise 
amazingly another sow 
appeared out the tree line not 
far from the first Sow.  Now it 
was my turn to take the shot 
and the 150 grain 308 projectile 
did the job effectively and 
dropped it on the spot.  A 
couple of piglets were also 
taken.  There were now 4 less 
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feral pigs to destroy the farmers 
newly sprouting crops.  
 

Back into the truck for some 
more Friday night cruising, we 
drove around little more then 
decided to walk around the 
edge of the crop to see if 
anything came in, there were a 
few Roo’s, which were spotted 
with the thermal, that hopped 
off into the bush.  Once we 
reached the back edge of the 
crops field we turned back 
towards the truck and now had 
the wind in our face.  A fox was 
spotted about 200m away and 
was closing on our position.   
 
Watching it through the 
monocular it suddenly stopped 
as Steve ran the bolt to load a 
round into the chamber.  This 
action sounded horribly loud on 
the quite evening.  It stopped 
once more on its way towards 
us and we thought it was going 
to scram.  A well placed shot 
with Steve’s .243 made sure it 
only stopped once more.  It was 
a good looking medium sized 
dog fox. 
 
Ted reports: 

Meanwhile Sam and Ted drove 
into the south cultivated farm 
and walked around the crop 

scanning with our thermal 
monoculars.  A deer was 
spotted at the bottom of the 
field, but it managed to get 
away.  A pair of rabbits were 
spotted and one was 
dispatched, the other running 
towards a dam where it could 
not be shot in order to avoid a 
ricochet off the water.  We 
oscillated between this property 
and an adjacent one to find 
targets as rabbits had been 
reported on both - to no avail as 
tall grass made it difficult to see 
them. 
 
On Saturday, Sam and Steve 
patrolled both properties in 
daylight with no result while 
Damien and Ted walked the 
deep gorge and granite hills 
that form the boundaries of the 
majority of the properties where 
goats were reported by the land 
owners.  We also came back 
without sighting any target 
animals.  Later that afternoon, 
Sam and Ted returned to the 
south cultivated farm and Sam 
spotted a fox in the crop that 

was dispatched by Ted.  That 
night we swapped properties 
and Steve and Damien went to 
the south farm where they also 
saw a deer but also lucked out.  
Sam and Ted went to the north 
farm and saw a pair of foxes in 
among the boulders, where we 
could not get a shot at them.  
They seemed to have been 
feeding off one of the downed 
pigs from the previous night. 
  
Sunday morning was spent 
packing up and cleaning the 
cottage before heading home.  
The tally was four pigs, two 
foxes and one rabbit. 
 

Northern Report 
 
Right place, right 
time…plus some 
luck 
 
Steve, Craig, Bob and I spent 
four days on the Einasleigh 
Uplands Project a couple of 
months ago, spotting 19 pigs 
and 1 cat and culling 10 pigs.  
The project is about 4 hours 
from Cairns and 5 hours from 
Townsville and is around 20km 
North-South and 30km East-
West.  Steve and Craig came 
up from Townsville, Bob from 
the Tablelands and I travelled 
from Cairns.  It was Craig’s first 
time on the project.  To allow 
for operational activities on the 
property CWM has access 
every fortnight from Friday to 
Monday, although the manager 
is very accommodating and if 
members have particular dates 
they are available, we can often 
organise a flexible program. 
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Steve and I arrived early on 
Friday and after zeroing, we 
drove through the central and 
eastern blocks in the early 
afternoon.  Weather was cool 
and drizzly with a lot of surface 
water from the recent heavy 
rains.  Grass on either side of 
the roads was very high, 
sometimes up to chest height.  
With water everywhere pigs 
have endless opportunities to 
hunker down away from the 
normal water sources.   So in 
these conditions, we’ve found it 
most productive to drive slowly 
on the tracks near recent sign 
at times of the day that they’re 
most likely to be on the move.  
Walking creek lines can be 
productive, but with the grass 
being so thick, you often have 
to get down into the creek itself.  
So that was our strategy: drive 
slowly in anticipation of an 
encounter on or near the road.  
 

We passed some billabongs 
which had been a likely location 
in the past, and rounding a 
bend surprised a boar feeding 
by the side of the road.  We 
engaged almost simultaneously 
(me with a Ruger American 

Ranch in 7.62x39 and Steve 
with his .44 magnum) and it 
bolted for 15 metres or so 
before collapsing.  
 

Craig and 
Bob arrived 
later in the 
afternoon.  I 
inducted 
Craig and 
they zeroed 
their rifles.   
 
After dark 
Steve and 
Bob set out 
looking for 
cats with the 
CWM 
thermal 
monocular.  
No cats were 
seen but 
they 
surprised a 

mob of pig crossing the road 
and managed to take one small 
male.  Craig and I set up a 
thermal observation position 
near historical crossing points 
but nothing was seen. 
 

On Saturday Steve and I 
checked out the far eastern 
block with no luck, then re-
visited the carcass from 
yesterday, but saw no sign of 
activity or interference.  Bob 
and Craig covered the southern 
reaches with no success.   
 
In the evening Steve and I set 
up with thermals at a creek 
crossing on the western 
boundary where there was 
plenty of pig and cat sign but 
nothing was observed.  Bob 
and Craig drove the central 
area with thermals observing 
one fleeing boar and culling 
another on the return to camp.  
 
On Sunday Craig and I drove to 
the eastern block then 
dismounted and walked an old 
track through a very sandy area 
which had obviously been pig 
heaven some time ago.  There 
were so many diggings it 
looked like a battlefield 
pockmarked with shell holes.  
Along the way we encountered 
a small boar happily feeding 
about 15 metres away with no 
regard for us at all, and it was 
dispatched.  We set off for 
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camp past the boar Steve and I 
had shot and as I pulled up 
alongside, (the carcass was 
only 3 metres off the track) we 
saw three sets of ears pop up; 
they had just started to chew on 
their friend.  We quickly 
dismounted and I was able to 
get two of them.  
 
Bob and Steve drove the 
central block and stalked up on 
a couple of swamps with no 
luck.   

In the evening Craig and I tried 
to set up thermal observation 
on another carcass but the 
grass was just too long to be 
effective.  Bob and Steve went 
to the northern boundary and 
spotted a cat but were unable 
to take a shot.  
 
On Monday morning we 
inspected one of the consistent 
areas for pig movement finding 
multiple very fresh tracks: we 
must’ve missed them by 
minutes.  Bob and Steve drove 
the south-western block and 
surprised a small mob of six 
pigs, culling four of them.  We 

all retuned to camp and were 
gone by mid-morning.  
 
Every perennial water source 
we visited yielded little or no 
sign: these are normally 
productive in the hotter, dryer 
weather but with so much water 
about the feral animals could 
be anywhere.  In these 
conditions the best approach 
was to put ourselves near 
identified crossing locations at 
the right time of day and hope 

for a bit of luck.  Fortunately, 
we had some of the latter and it 
was a productive weekend.   
 
Cats, which were our prime 
target species, were typically 
very hard to find.   
 
Since this trip, I’ve done one 
with Damian from the Gold 
Coast, and one with Alan, Bill 
and Andrew but with no 
success.  Pigs and cats were 
seen but were either too far 
away or only presented 
themselves fleetingly.  Bad 
luck! 
 

The Einasleigh Uplands project 
is open twice a month and has 
been pretty much under-
subscribed this year.  If anyone 
wants to make the trek north 
give me a call or email (detail 
on CWM web page) and we’ll 
see if we can arrange a trip.   
 
Hopefully you’ll have some luck 
and can contribute to our 
conservation hunting efforts on 
this excellent project.  
 
John Paterson 
----------------------------------------- 

 
General articles, 
stories, tips 
 

Endangered quolls go 
back to the wild 

There are hopes 50 eastern 
quolls returned to the 
wilderness in NSW will spark a 
historic baby boom for the 
endangered creatures.  It's the 
largest single release of the 
little predators on mainland by 
Australia Conservation 
Organisation Aussie Ark.  The 
creatures are now roaming free 
within the confines of the 400 
hectare protected Barrington 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Barrington 
Tops, part of the Great Dividing 
Range in NSW.  Introduced 
feral foxes and cats - the No.1 
killers of native wildlife in 
Australia - have been removed 
from the sanctuary to create a 
pristine habitat for species like 
quolls to survive, thrive and 
breed. 

Released this week ahead of 
next month's breeding season, 
it's hoped the quolls will breed 
with an existing population 
already released into the 
fenced sanctuary. 



 
 
Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia (Qld) Inc.                 Page 5 

 

For millions of years eastern 
quolls were plentiful on the 
mainland but in the early 1900s 
disease and feral animals 
wiped them out in the region. 

In 2018 a population was 
relocated from Tasmania to 
Jervis Bay on the NSW South 
Coast.  The quolls released this 
week are part of Aussie Ark's 
eastern quoll breeding program 
as well as the larger Tasmanian 
Quoll Conservation Program.  
There are now 150 quolls at 
Barrington Tops, with numbers 
growing with every breeding 
season. 

The goal is to bolster the 
species' population and stop 
their extinction, Aussie Ark's 
Dean Reid says.  "We have 
released these quolls at the 
perfect time for them to find 
mates," he said.  "We should be 
able to get back out here in a 
couple of months' time and 
confirm breeding and the 
presence of joeys," he said. 

https://www.canberratimes.com
.au/story/7750862/endangered-
quolls-go-back-to-the-wild/ 

 ---------------------------------------- 

Wild pigs wreaking 
havoc in Townsville 
backyards and native 
Parkland 
 
Queensland authorities have 
killed dozens of feral pigs in 
suburban Townsville as 
residents deal with droves of 
sows and their piglets tearing 
up gardens and national parks. 

Residents in the coastal suburb 
of Pallarenda are used to 
seeing the odd feral pig in their 
neighbourhood, which borders 
wetlands and flood plains in a 
popular nature reserve known 

as the Town Common.  But in 
the past two weeks they have 
reported numbers that have not 
been seen in years.  "They've 
been here a long while, but not 
in these numbers," resident Lee 
Verrall said.  "The entire area is 
getting dug up by them." 

The community has started 
using social media to track the 
whereabouts of the pigs, which 
have been travelling in droves 
of more than a dozen.  "You're 
always wary when you walk out 
the back in case there's a sow 
with piglets or a big boar," Mr 
Verrall said.  "Crocodiles are 
one thing, but pigs — they'll 
chase you a bit further than a 
croc."  "It's only a matter of time 
until somebody's dog has a go 
at one and gets killed," he said.  

Other worried residents were 
devastated the pigs had 
destroyed rehabilitated native 
parkland.  "They have 
destroyed our manicures (sic) 
parkland and neighbour’s (sic) 
newly planted native garden," 
one social media post said.  
"This has to stop," it said. 

Dozens of pigs killed in 10 
days 

Queensland Parks and Wildlife 
Service (QPWS) said it was 
addressing the problem but late 
wet season rain had hampered 
efforts.  "QPWS have a current 
trapping program underway, 
and over the last 10 days have 
removed 56 pigs," a statement 
said.  "Prior to this, unseasonal 
wet weather conditions had 
limited QPWS's ability to 
access some trap sites and 
deliver the scheduled feral 
animal control activities." 

But Mr Verrall said the wet 
conditions should prompt 
authorities to prioritise the 
problem.  "Council blames 

National Parks, National Parks 
blames Airservices, Airservices 
blames the council and 
National Parks and it just goes 
around in a loop," Mr Verrall 
said. 

"Everybody says 'it's not our 
problem'."  Townsville City 
Council said the location and 
extent of the control program 
depended on seasonal feral pig 
populations. 

"Council's feral pig program has 
caught 411 feral pigs and 
removed them from across the 
Townsville local government 
area in the past 12 months," a 
council spokesperson said. 

Is pig hunting the solution? 

Online, locals have joked that 
creating their own "free-range 
pork" could be the solution to 
Pallarenda's pig problem.  But 
Townsville pig hunter Kitty Le 
Grant said she thought it could 
be a legitimate solution, if 
Queensland created a specific 
permit to regulate it properly.  "I 
believe that we should be able 
to … like you can in New South 
Wales … get a permit to be 
able to hunt on sovereign land," 
she said. 

"If we were hunting on public 
land – with a permit – and only 
eradicating those pests, the 
locals would be happier 
because there would be 
nowhere near as much 
destruction from these 
animals."  Ms Le Grant said if 
carried out responsibly, pig 
hunting could be more effective 
than baiting and trapping 
methods.  But she said 
residents also needed to accept 
that they were living in an area 
where pigs would always thrive.  
"They have an idea that they'll 
be living in this beautiful bush 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7750862/endangered-quolls-go-back-to-the-wild/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7750862/endangered-quolls-go-back-to-the-wild/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7750862/endangered-quolls-go-back-to-the-wild/
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and beach area, without having 
pigs in that area," she said. 

"But pigs thrive off eating the 
fish, they thrive off eating 
leftovers from what the 
crocodiles don't eat, they thrive 
off rooting up around the 
ground and eating the turtle 
eggs.  "And when they can't 
access that – because they've 
built on wetlands — the pigs 
are going to get a lot closer." 

Wild pigs wreaking havoc in 
Townsville backyards and 
native parkland (msn.com) 
 
-------------------------------------- 

Foot and Mouth 
Disease (FMD) 
 
Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) 
is a highly contagious animal 
disease that affects all cloven-
hoofed animals including cattle, 
sheep, goats, camelids, deer 
and pigs.  Cloven-hoofed 
animals are those with a split 
toe.  It does not affect horses.  
(Camelids include alpacas, 

llamas and camels).  
Foot and Mouth Disease fact 
sheet (nsw.gov.au).  Pig has 
blisters on its nose (picture) 
----------------------------------- 

 

How to lose your 
Garmin Handheld 
GPS  
 
There is some irony on a CWM 
skills weekend at the 
Stewartdale range mid last year 
when one of the activities was 
to learn and practice navigation 
around the property using 
handheld GSP units, waypoints 
where nominated and features 
had to be determined, some of 
the most popular GPS units 
being the Garmin E’trex 
handhelds.   
 
I’ve had my E’trex 30 for about 
6 years and mostly it has been 
in my backpack when out 
trailbike riding in unfamiliar 
country and only used as an 
emergency tool to find the way 
back to the car if ever lost.  It 
has always been a chore to 
operate and I have found it to 
clumsy to navigate through the 
all the various functions and 
features.  A few years ago you 
could download your 

breadcrumb trail onto Garmin 
Basecamp and then on to 
Google Maps which was great 
to do at home on a laptop after 
a ride, now with various 
upgrades to Google Maps & 
Garmin Base camp this feature 

is no longer available unless 
you take out a subscription. 
  
So on that Skills Weekend mid 
last year one of the CWM 
members in attendance, who 
shall remain nameless (thanks 
Sam) showed me a Map app 
that works offline on your 
phone and is Free to use.  Its 
Called ‘Avenza Maps’ and it 
works brilliantly as you can use 
all the features of a smartphone 
such as zoom and scroll, can 
plot a track and put in 
waypoints etc.  The app only 
works on a smartphone.  Once 
you download the app on to 
your smartphone you can then 
search and select the 
appropriate map for the area 
you plan to go.  I have found it 
better and easier to search the 
map areas on the desktop 
computer to find the right map, 
then put that map reference 
into the smartphone and 
download the selected map.  
 
There is a wide choice of maps 
available some you pay for and 
other are free, you usually have 
to scroll down a page or two to 
get the free maps.  The app 
works offline if you have 
downloaded the map prior.  In 
order to save Battery life, 
always switch to Airplane Mode 
when using the app and battery 
life is very good. It is intuitive 
and relatively easy to use 
compared with the Garmin.   
 
Since using this in the field at 
Moonie several times a few 
other CWM members have 
requested details on the App.  
 
So it looks like the future of the 
Garmin E’trex 30 will be to 
navigate its way to the bottom 
of the backpack as a backup 
GPS.   
Damien Tichurst 

https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/wild-pigs-wreaking-havoc-in-townsville-backyards-and-native-parkland/ar-AAYefQo?bk=1&bk=1&ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=ed29f690fc6b4e6289071e78a5b6e4b5
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/wild-pigs-wreaking-havoc-in-townsville-backyards-and-native-parkland/ar-AAYefQo?bk=1&bk=1&ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=ed29f690fc6b4e6289071e78a5b6e4b5
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/wild-pigs-wreaking-havoc-in-townsville-backyards-and-native-parkland/ar-AAYefQo?bk=1&bk=1&ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=ed29f690fc6b4e6289071e78a5b6e4b5
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/1414330/FMD-factsheet.pdf
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/1414330/FMD-factsheet.pdf
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Stroke Treatment 
needs to be FAST 
 

Stroke occurs when blood 
supply to a part of the brain is 
interrupted.  The outcome can 
be life changing, life threatening 
or lethal.  New treatments 
diagnose the type of stroke, 
treat it better and minimise 
ongoing damage from brain 
injury.  Treatment relies on 

getting the critical medications 
within 3 – 4 hours. 
 
The main signs of stroke are 
drooping of the face, inability to 
lift an arm or slurred speech.  If 
we or someone we know 
experiences signs of stroke 
then FAST action is required – 
call 000.  This is especially 
applicable to CWM given many 
of our activities are conducted 
in remote locations. 
 
FAST is the acronym used to 
get the correct treatment as 
soon as possible.  Remember – 
FAST: Face, arms, speech and 
Time. 
 
For more information: 
www.strokefoundation.org.au 
---------------------------------------- 

 
Moonie Mozzies  
 
The last June 2022 feral control 
trip to Moonie, after the 
abundance of drought breaking 
rain, had the effect that 
everywhere you looked there 
was standing water.  The down 

side of this was the great 
number of mosquitoes that 
hounded our every move.  
There seemed to be 2 main 
sizes, standard and what we 
call large scotch greys.  One of 
our hunters had some insect 
repellent which sort of kept 
them off, but the scent betrayed 

out presence to pigs in the long 
grass.  The Mozzies seemed to 
have long proboscises which 
sunk straight through cotton 
shirts.  Having a mesh head net 
at least protected the face but 

anytime I looked down I had at 
least a half dozen on the back 
of each hand.  I actually had 
blood marks down my shirt and 
pants from smearing them off.  
Looking through the net mesh 
is not a great hindrance to your 
shooting ability.  The lesson 
here is to be prepared and 
have at least a mesh head net, 
a mozzie net for bedtime and 
maybe if you can, find a non-
scented insect repellent.  The 
head nets are also good for 
when the flies replace the 
mozzies.  
 
Ken 

 

http://www.strokefoundation.org.au/
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Upcoming Activity Dates  
Our calendar of activity dates is now published on our web site. Please go to: 

http://cwm.ssaaqld.org.au/2013/index.php/calendar/2022-calendar 

CWM Contacts 

http://cwm.ssaaqld.org.au/2013/index.php/contacts 

Our Supporters 
The businesses listed below support us in different ways, whether it is through direct discounts to 
members, donations to the Christmas Shoot, or items loaned for field use.  
 
When purchasing items from these businesses please be sure to mention you are a Conservation 
and Wildlife Member (CWM) for discounts where applicable.
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
SHARP EDGE 

Knife Sales  
www.asharpedgeqld.com 
  
 
 
 

 

Queensland Shooters Supplies 
Ph: 3202 2111 

Or for the indoor range: 07 3812 1184 
 

 

http://cwm.ssaaqld.org.au/2013/index.php/calendar/2022-calendar
http://cwm.ssaaqld.org.au/2013/index.php/contacts
http://www.asharpedgeqld.com/

