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two metre high grass and
vegetation.

Moonie project
February 2022

While this is great for the soil
and general conditions and
favourable for graziers and
crops, it makes our tasks more
difficult as the feral animals are
rendered less visible to us. We
may be able to see the animals
in the grass with our thermal
viewers, but we cannot see
them with torches or IR and
cannot positively identify them.

After eighteen months of rain,
the Moonie landscape has
dramatically transformed.
Where earlier the paddocks
and fields were dustbowls with
cracked soil, now the edges of
the roads, fences, the bush and
river banks are shrouded by

Having said that. CWM still

had a relatively successful
hunt. We fielded about 20
members across four camps
servicing 11 properties. Over a
week, some members were
rotated in while others
departed. We had people
hunting during the day and
through the night with mixed
result. During the day, we
walked river banks or forested
patches alongside or in the
middle of paddocks both
yielding pigs. Pigs were also
seen, while we were driving
along farm roads, with some
taken down.
Andrew and I had one
interesting experience while on
a day walk. After an
unsuccessful walk in the bush,
we decided to visit a dam that
had always yielded some pigs.
It is located 20m off a road
surrounded by 2m high grass
and lime bushes. The area
immediately around the dam is
devoid of vegetation and
showed evidence of pig
presence. No pigs were seen,
so we returned to the car by a
different route through the high
grass. As we stepped into a
patch of flattened grass,
Andrew yelled out ‘pig’. We
were actually walking on top of
the pigs asleep under the
grass. They raced off in

different directions. We could
not shoot them as they were
under the grass - not visible. .
A half acre patch of forage
Sorghum on one property
provided much interest for the

This time the thermal picked up
two large white images in the
crop – pigs. I quickly took out
my 308 (130 grain HP) fitted
with a thermal scope and shot
the nearest pig - 80m away. It
slowed dramatically, so I hit it

Other teams had mixed results.
Ken bagged a large boar in a
stubble field. In summary, the
February teams took out 58
pigs, 10 cats, 7 fox and 20 hare
from the various properties.
Ed

General articles,
stories, tips
Implant turns Bilbies
into cat killers
In a ring-fenced reserve in the
heart of South Australia, 30
innocent-looking Bilbies have
been turned into toxic Trojans.

pigs. The pigs had done
enormous damage to this small
plot.
The team that had arrived early
in the week had flushed a mob
of pigs from the crop but did not
manage to get any before they
vanished into the dense bush
30m away. The pigs were
there again the next night and
they managed to get one.

again. I then took aim and shot
the other pig as it started to run
away. Suddenly the crop came
alive with pigs – about twelve
all racing away. My three shot
magazine was empty and my
other magazine was still in my
pack in the car. They got away
into the bush.

Andrew and I visited the crop
several times during the next
three nights with no show. On
our last night, the crop had
been harvested. Andrew and I
went back to the crop about
9:00 pm, driving in with just
parking lights on. The thermals
did not detect any pigs only a
few roos in the distance.
Andrew quietly drove around
between the crop and bush.
Suddenly a large pig ran out of
the crop and into the bush
before we could do anything.
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Bilbies in a South Australian
reserve have been implanted
with a poison which kills
predators. Should a feral cat
ever make a meal of them, it
will be the cat's last supper.
The bilbies are part of a
groundbreaking trial of an
ingenious new implant that sits
just beneath their skin. It is full
of poison but thanks to a
carefully-engineered coating,
and the Bilbies' natural
resistance to the toxin, it poses
no threat to them.
When feral predators eat an
implanted Bilby, the predator
dies too because the coating
rapidly dissolves in stomach
acid. Kyle Brewer, from the
University of South Australia,
developed the coating for the
implant, using polymer
chemistry principles. It took
about a year and half to land on
a polymer that is stable in the
relatively neutral PH
environment of a Bilby's body
but quickly dissolves once it
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hits the acidic environment of a
feral cat's stomach.

Dr Moesby says there's no risk
to the bilbies, even if the
implants become unstable

https://thenewdaily.com.au/life/
science/environment/2021/11/3
0/implant-bilbies-cat-killers/
-----------------------------------------

Shooters called in as
rabbits plague
Parliament House in
surging numbers
during wet weather
Public servants in Canberra
have stepped up efforts to kill
rabbits near Parliament House
by employing professional
shooters.
Implants covered in the coating
are now inside 30 bilbies that
live on the fenced Arid
Recovery Reserve in South
Australia. "It's a protective
buffer that aims to take out the
feral invader in one stroke and
that protects the rest of the
native animal population," Mr
Brewer says. The trial at the
reserve has been going for
about a year but has coincided
with the inland mouse plague.
As a result, feral cat invaders
have had plenty of mice to eat
and have not taken any of the
implanted Bilbies, says Dr
Katherine Moesby, who cofounded the reserve and helped
develop the implant concept.
She says that's "great for the
bilbies, but not so great for the
field trial", which is trying to
show that the solution works as
it should in a natural setting.
The test will come when the
mice vanish, and the feral cats
start looking for something else
to eat. In the meantime, Mr
Brewer is pressing on with
efforts to extend the stability of
implants so they cover the
entire life of a bilby, which is
about three to five years in the
wild.

inside their bodies, because the
animals have a natural
tolerance to 1080 poison. "It's
a synthetic poison that mimics
a natural compound that's
found in a lot of native plants,
particularly in South Australia
and Western Australia," she
says. "It's what is used to
poison foxes and even wild
dogs. But most native animals
that have co-evolved with that
plant have high levels of
tolerance to it. "Even if we
implanted the bilbies with three
or four and they ruptured,
they'd still be fine."
Feral cats are one of the
primary threats to native
species in Australia, and have
already caused the extinction of
many ground-dwelling birds
and small and medium-sized
mammals.
Mr Brewer's project is a
collaborative effort that has also
involved researchers from local
ecology groups, including Dr
Moesby's ecological
consultancy company
Ecological Horizons, Peacock
Biosciences, and the University
of Adelaide.
Tracy Ferrier
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The ACT and federal
governments have been
struggling to control fastgrowing grasses and weeds
across the city after a wet year.
That lush growth has led to a
boom in animal populations,
including rabbits. With
abundant food at hand, the
pests have been breeding like
… well, rabbits.
The National Capital Authority
(NCA), which administers the
lands near Parliament House,
was quizzed about the animals
during a parliamentary hearing
on Tuesday. David Smith, one
of Canberra's three MPs, said
he and his colleagues had been
fielding public complaints about
the damage the rabbits were
causing.
NCA chief executive Sally
Barnes said her agency was
working with the ACT
government to manage their
numbers. "Rabbits are always
an issue for us," she told the
committee. "Our preference is
not to use poisons … we know
that, for some of the larger
birds in Canberra, rabbits are
their natural diet. "In fact, I've
seen raptors swoop twice and
pick up kittens [baby rabbits]
Page 3

endangered native
species
Hundreds of feral cats have
been removed from Kangaroo
Island since the devastating
2020 fires. The pests have
been putting increased
pressure on endangered
species since the blaze tore
through the western end of the
island. Environmental
organisations are using stateof-the-art technology to target
feral felines, and have so far
removed more than 850 cats.
from Kings Park and take them
away to nests." Ms Barnes
said the reluctance to use
poison limited her agency's
options. "We do some
targeting shooting in some
places," she said. "We've got
to be very careful about that …
we have to keep on it."
Rabbits have long plagued
central Canberra, particularly
near Lake Burley Griffin, but
their populations have
noticeably increased during the
wet La Niña weather cycle.
West Australian senator Matt
O'Sullivan told the hearing he
was shocked by their numbers
when he was last in the
national capital. "I rode around
the lake and almost collected
one on … Dairy Flat Road," he
said. "They are certainly
feasting on something because
they're the biggest rabbits I've
ever seen."

populations. The shooters spot
the rabbits with thermal imaging
and use air rifles. The
carcasses are then given to the
local zoo.
The ACT government said
rabbits and their feeding posed
a serious threat to the survival
of native birds, mammals and
insects, and their warrens
eroded the soil. The introduced
pests have contributed to the
extinction of several plant and
animal species in the region.
Outside the parliamentary area,
the government uses a range of
poisons to control rabbit
populations.
The rabbit Calici virus was also
introduced in north Canberra in
2007 but it was deemed
unsuccessful in reducing their
numbers.

Authorities' decades-old
battles against vermin

Shooters called in as rabbits
plague Parliament House in
surging numbers during wet
weather (msn.com)

The NCA and the ACT
government's use of contract
shooters is not new, but more
work than usual is underway to
deal with surging rabbit

Hundreds of feral
cats removed from
Kangaroo Island in
bid to protect

Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia (Qld) Inc.

Kangaroo Island Land for
Wildlife fauna ecologist Pat
Hodgens said one type of trap
they were deploying
automatically sprayed a toxin
on cats as they walked past.
"[The Felixer trap] differentiates
feral cats from native species
based on the shape, the size
and also the speed and
movement of feral cats," he
said. "Then a cat, being an
obligate groomer, whenever it
gets anything on it, basically
has to groom that gel off its
coat. "It will ingest a lethal
dose of toxin."
Mr Hodgens said they had
received a Landcare-led
bushfire recovery grant to
improve the trap's technology to
include an AI (artificial
intelligence) sensor. "What
we're planning to do is to
increase the target specificity of
the Felixer to make them more
specific for feral cats," he said.
"That technology can be used
not only here on Kangaroo
Island, not only on the western
end of the Island but across the
island, and across the whole
country."
Mr Hodgens said they had
found the specialised trap to be
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five times more effective than a
standard cage trap.
Despite the trap's success, he
said it was not a silver bullet
and was being used in
conjunction with other pest
management techniques.
The Landscape Board and the
Department of Environment
and Water are using a new
automated trap alert system.
Using a smartphone app, now
400 traps can be checked
remotely using a smartphone
app saving time and resources.
"It will basically make checking
the cage traps a lot more
effective," Mr Hodgens said.
"It's a really good example of
different groups working
together but also using all the
new technologies that are
available. "To make our feral
cat control a lot more efficient
and a lot more specific and at
the end of the day, a lot more
successful."
Another string in their feral cat

The fence is 1.8 metres tall with
electric wires and footing to
stop animals from digging
underneath. It also has a
floppy top to stop the felines
from getting over the fence if
they do manage to climb it.
The structure has been built on
local James Doube's property.
He said it was important the
feral cat population was
brought under control. "They
are the primary vectors of a
couple of significant diseases
that affect sheep and devalue
sheep production across the
island," Mr Doube said.
"Removing them [feral cats] will
also make a huge difference to
the survival of a number of
[species] particularly the small
mammals and birds." He said
the fence was making a big
difference — and he had
noticed more animals within the
enclosure.
Mr Hodgens said the figures
backed up what Mr Doube was
seeing anecdotally. "We found

positive impact on the
threatened species."
https://www.abc.net.au/news/ru
ral/2021-12-30/hundreds-offeral-cats-removed-fromkangarooisland/100730212?utm_campai
gn=abc_news_web&utm_conte
nt=link&utm_medium=content_
shared&utm_source=abc_news
_web

A Tale of five boars
Harking back to pre-covid days,
reflecting upon great times with
friends both old and new and
by old I am referring to some of
the CWM members- you know
who you are.
Let me firstly set the scene, a
balmy evening, a cleverly
conceived plan by Steve S and
a shed load of costly
equipment. The handsome duo
from team Hunting Essentials
of Gitsham and McClure and
Steve set off for the dam.
Steve offered his services as
driver. How could we resist his
boyish charms?
The Sierra is a complex piece
of machinery and we just hoped
that Steve would be able to
handle her. Well, our fears
were unfounded. After pushing
the seat almost off the front of
the rails and an extra cushion
Steve was in total control.

management bow is an
exclusion fence that has been
erected around fire-affected
land that's known to house
endangered species like the
Kangaroo Island Dunnart and
southern brown bandicoot.

that inside the fence, we were
detecting almost double the
species diversity within the
fence compared to the outside,
It certainly looks like feral cat
removal is having a really
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With all the equipment loaded
and the location at a small
lagoon (location withheld), that
Steve had identified as a prime
setting for an ambush style
hunt, we were off. I opened the
first gate and on looking back I
could see Adam standing
majestically, like a charioteer
on the back of the Sierra, the
wind blowing through his hair.
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Steve did an amazing job of
piloting us through the property
to the lagoon. He managed to
use most of the gears and even
the clutch at times. With all
parties only a little shaken, we
arrived and did a short recce.
Identifying the ideal place to
setup the Sierra we quickly
assumed our positions. Adam
and Steve standing in the back
using the shooting platform left
no room for me, so I set up a
chair next to them on the left.
The significance of this will play
out later.
Onto the plan. We had enough
thermal monocular and thermal
scopes for everyone to be able
to sit with lights out and scan
the area. The first notification
of activity happened not long
after the darkness enveloped
our trusty band of hunters. A
deep grunt came from the exact
location Steve said they would
come in from, over the bank
slightly to our left. Steve clearly
has some affinity to smelly dirty
old pigs, no judgement here
brother.
So the plan was a-foot, the trap
was sprung and the willing
participants entered the stage
for the first act. That was great
for Adam and Steve, as they
had a perfect view of the first
pig sauntering down to the
water’s edge. A misplaced tree
obstructed my view. Adam
quietly whispered, “everyone
ready” to which I replied, “no I
have a flipping tree in the way”.
At which point Adam
completely abandoned the plan
and started the pre-defined
count down from 3 to 1,
regardless of my own situation,
after which a volley of shots
rang out signalling the demise
of another invasive pest. This
worked out fine as the
excitement and anticipation had
obviously infected them. The

two shots they took dropped
the boar on the spot. First one
down let’s see what happened
next.
The next four boars to enter the
arena came from head on. The
thermal equipment enabled us
to get early notification of their
existence and intended activity.
It is interesting to watch animal
behaviour when they are totally
unaware of your presence.
As each boar entered the
scene and stopped at the
water’s edge Adam unfurled his
3,2,1 and in perfect
synchronisation our intrepid
team downed each animal
instantaneously.

We sat comfortable waiting for
over an hour now until we all
agreed that since this was our
last night and that we had had
some good shooting it was time
to depart the memorable
lagoon and retire to the camp
for a feed, a fire and some wellearned port.
The final act was the clean-up.
Steve leapt from the back of the
Sierra with an agility that belies
his 87 years of misspent youth.
Using a rope cleverly fashioned
into a noose, we had it
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prepared in case our driver left
us with any misgivings, quickly
dragged the corpses into a
precision formation resembling
a well organised identity
parade. With a photo taken as
evidence of a successfully
planned and executed hunt, we
headed back to camp.
I hope you had a few laughs
through the story and that it
shows that there are several
ways to hunt every property.
Early scouting by Steve
identified a great location,
considering the weather, feed,
water and general lay of the
land, opening up an ambush
style hunt. Previously we had

clocked up the miles covering
vast areas, but this time a well
laid out plan produced a
fantastic result for CWM and
importantly the landowner.
Sometimes it can take a few
days to understand how the
animals are moving and why.
Sharing knowledge and insights
on each trip with all of the
members on the project
normally leads to good results
Mark McClure
------------------------------------------
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Ken Payne story
A CONVERSATION CAN
CHANGE A LIFE
I was out on a CWM project
and commented during the heat
of the day how nice it was
sitting around away from the
bustle of everyday life, just
talking with people from
completely different
backgrounds who shared the
same pastime, and thought
how over the years, I have had
some heart to heart discussions
sometimes one on one or as a
group. I brought up an issue of
a friend of the family who rang
me for a chat the arvo before I
left.
He is in his early 70’s, isolated
and lonely, having split up with
his girlfriend. His kids live
several hours away. He had a
liking for table tennis and
dancing, but unfortunately so
did his ex, as that was where
he met her. He felt if he went
back, he would see her
laughing and chatting to others
and this would cause him
anguish. So he was staying at
home on his own painting
rooms and lonely.
He is tech challenged, so while
I was talking to him, I was doing
a search on activities in his
area and found out there was a
new table tennis club only
about 4 km from his house.
The change in his voice was
noticeable as he asked for the
address and contact details and
was adamant he was going to
ring and see about going to this
new club. It made me realize
how lucky I am that my home
life, my group of friends, family

and CWM members that I
know, and even the SSAA
comps that I attend, give me a
variety of people to mix with.
Not all people are so lucky.

Facebook national
https://www.facebook.com/ssaa
national/

So whether you are on a
project or in normal life there is
a basic check we can make
and that is to ask “are you ok”.

SSAA TV
https://www.ssaa.org.au/ssaatv Tips on cooking (Hunting the
menu), shooting and general
items like reloading and buying
and cleaning rifles.

R U OK? Inspires and
empowers anyone to
meaningfully connect with the
people around them and start a
conversation with those who
may be struggling with life.

SSAA Gun sales
https://ssaagunsales.com/
Buying and selling at $10 for
SSAA members.

You don't need to be an expert
to reach out - just a good friend
and a great listener. Use these
four steps and have a
conversation that could change
a life:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Ask R U OK?
Listen
Encourage action
Check in

https://www.ruok.org.au/?gclid=
EAIaIQobChMIw7mHp9qG9gIV
SJlmAh1J2ArDEAAYASAAEgL
HQPD_BwE-----------------------------------------

Some SSAA national
websites and CWM
Facebook URLs
https://www.ssaa.org.au/ If you
have the time to read some of
the info available to us, it is
easier to have informed
discussions with non-shooters
to break down their
perceptions.
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SSAA prize competitions
https://www.ssaa.org.au/ourmedia/competition/ - check as
some prizes are only for Hunter
or handgun magazine
subscribers.
You can even read your latest
SSAA magazine online
https://ssaa.org.au/publications/
australian-shooter
SSAA Link has sad story of
starving roos during the drought
https://vimeo.com/317189198
The Qld SSAA also has a
website https://ssaaqld.org.au/
and
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/ssaa
qld
CWM Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/cwm
qld/
Australian Women's Shooter
https://www.ssaa.org.au/ourmedia/our-publications/womenshooter/
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Upcoming Activity Dates
Our calendar of activity dates is now published on our web site. Please go to:

http://cwm.ssaaqld.org.au/2013/index.php/calendar/2021-calendar
CWM Contacts
http://cwm.ssaaqld.org.au/2013/index.php/contacts

Our Supporters
The businesses listed below support us in different ways, whether it is through direct discounts to
members, donations to the Christmas Shoot, or items loaned for field use.
When purchasing items from these businesses please be sure to mention you are a Conservation
and Wildlife Member (CWM) for discounts where applicable.
_______________________________________________________________________________
SHARP EDGE
Knife Sales
www.asharpedgeqld.com

Queensland Shooters Supplies
Ph: 3202 2111
Or for the indoor range: 07 3812 1184

Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia (Qld) Inc.

Page 8

