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National Feral Pig Action Plan 
(NFPAP) 
CWM made verbal submissions 
to the plan over the past year in 
a number of discussions with the 
national feral pig coordinator and 
other staff.  My thanks to Gordon 
and Bart from Cairns for their 
assistance and input with this.   
 
NFPAP’s website has plenty of 
information on feral pigs, 
including their Hub page where 
we agreed to include our contact 
details - 
https://feralpigs.com.au/qld/ 
This website and other 
resources will evolve over time 
and most likely go into overdrive 
if African Swine Flu reaches our 
shores.  ASF has been in PNG 
since 2020, and PNG isn’t far 
away from northern Aust – the 
feral pig capital of the country!  
The SSAAQld executive, CWM 
committee and our regional and 
area coordinators are in regular 
contact with government and 
natural resource management 
groups who organise control of 
feral pigs in their daily work.  To 
curb the spread of ASF by 
controlling the population of feral 
pigs in the vastness of northern 
Australia will be a mammoth 
effort, if that’s the strategy 
eventually adopted!      
 

 
Pigs and the Red-finned Blue-
eye 
One of the groups that we assist 
with their pest animal control, 
Bush Heritage Australia, are in 
the news again.  This time for 
helping the Red-finned Blue-eye, 
Australia's smallest freshwater 
fish which calls the harsh 
conditions of the Great Artesian 
Basin springs home.  CWM 
conducts feral pig control 
programs on a number of BHA’s 
properties, including Edgbaston 
Reserve.  Qld Country Life has 
more info in this article - 
https://www.queenslandcountryli
fe.com.au/story/7132269/tiny-
and-tough-australias-smallest-
fish-is-fighting-back-against-
extinction/ 
 
 
Qld Govt projects 
The workplace health and safety 
(WHS) review that was initiated 
by the state government to look 
at safety risks on their land by 
many groups including CWM 
has been concluded.  The Qld 
Govt hoped they would have 
completed the review long 
before now, however 2020 had a 
few disruptions! 
This week we met with senior 
Qld Govt management to 
discuss the recommendations 
and likely requirements in the 
report.  There will likely be some 
altered WHS requirements for 
CWM and it’s members to 
comply with relating to these 

projects in the future.  There are 
new ISO standards that CWM 
will compare to our current WHS 
policies/practices and amend 
where necessary.  There may 
also be a need to comply with 
some practical field 
considerations.  We thank you 
for your patience and expect to 
work through the 
recommendations and 
requirements over the coming 
months.   
 
Restructure of CWM 
SSAAQld held their last AGM in 
Oct 2020, following this they 
appointed CWMQld office 
holders.  This included a 
realignment across the state of 
our coordinators to line up with 
the SSAAQld regional areas.  
We now have an executive 
committee of 6 from across the 
state.  We’ve retained a number 
of area coordinators to manage 
projects in their respective 
areas.  We believe in operating 
with a very flat structure where 
anyone can contact any office 
holder if they have ideas, 
solutions or concerns.  If you 
wish to start and manage a 
project or two in your area, 
please feel free to contact me to 
discuss how we can help.    
 
Damien Ferguson 
Chairman – CWM Qld 
0402 424 424 
cwmchair@ssaaqld.org.au      
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General articles, 
stories, tips 
 

One got away 
 
Last month I visited a property 
of a friend of mine.  This 
property is southwest of 
Stanthorpe and is typical of the 
granite belt region with rocky 
outcrops and boulders 
interspersed through the bush.  
 
My friend runs cattle and grows 
fodder for the leaner periods.  
He also has some free range 
chickens.  As such it is a mix of 
bush and pastures.   
 
I generally do an evening patrol 
and a morning walk looking for 
the odd feral animal.  In the 
past I have taken out deer, 
cats, foxes and rabbits and 
seen pigs on this small 
property. 
 

I had little luck the evening of 
my arrival, stalking a deer 
during bright moonlight.  I 
thought that I was well 
obscured by the high grass and 
the vegetation.  Unfortunately, 
something must have alerted 
her to my presence as she 
suddenly ran off into the 
vegetation.  
 
The next morning I left the farm 
house and set off for another 
walk.  I was on my way back to 
the house, walking beside a 
fence along a fire trail, feeling 
that it I had missed out again, 
when I spotted movement in 
the bush in front of me, on the 
other side of the fence. 
 
I saw three foxes playing and 
jumping around.  There was 
one adult and two younger 
foxes. The adult was lying on 
the ground and the others were 
leaping around the adult.  I was 
able to close to about 30m 

without 
any of the 
foxes 
being 
aware of 
me.   
 
My 
Mossberg 
.243 was 
loaded 
with 100gr 
Remington 
solid in 
anticipatio
n of larger 
target 
species.  
The Tasco 
6-24 x 42 
scope was 
cranked 
back to 
6X.  The 
first shot 
took the 

adult, a quick rotation of the 
bolt and one of the youngsters 
went down.  On the next 
rotation of the bolt, the other 
young fox spotted me and ran 
off into the bush followed by my 
next round, but it missed.  I 
could not follow up with another 
shot, on account of the large 
granite boulders into which the 
fox ran. 
 
The property owner was 
pleased with the result reducing 
the potential for a fox attack, as 
he lets his chickens roam 
during the day. 
 
Ed. 

What is mammalian 
meat allergy? 

Tick-induced mammalian meat 
allergy was first discovered by 
Australian doctor Sheryl van 
Nunen in 2007. 

Dr van Nunen had been 
working at an allergy practice in 
a tick-prone area of Sydney, 
when 25 patients reported 
having allergic reactions to red 
meat after being bitten by ticks. 

Research has now revealed the 
patients had developed an 
allergy to the sugar molecule 
alpha galactose, also known as 
alpha-gal, which is found in 
mammalian meat and animal 
products such as cow's milk 
and gelatine. 

But not all people who are 
bitten by ticks go on to develop 
the allergy. 

"Mammalian meat allergy will 
only come up under certain 
circumstances, so it's an 
anytime but not an every time 
allergy," Dr van Nunen said. 
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According to Dr van Nunen's 
research, cases of mammalian 
meat allergy have been 
reported in the United States, 
Europe, Asia, Central America, 
South America and Africa. 

In Australia, those who live in 
the east, where the Australian 
paralysis tick — or Ixodes 
holocyclus — is present, are 
most at risk. 

So what's the advice 
from professionals? 

Professor van Nunen says tick 
anaphylaxis and mammalian 
meat allergy can be prevented 
with proper tick bite prevention 
and by dealing with ticks 
appropriately. 

For tick bite prevention, she 
suggests dressing for the 
occasion. 

When it comes to tick removal, 
the Department of Health 
recommends Australians who 
are not allergic use fine-tipped 

forceps. 

But Professor van Nunen and 
the Australasian Society of 
Clinical Immunology and 
Allergy (ASCIA) believe that 
advice needs to change. 

"Common advice is to insert 
fine forceps or tweezers 
between the skin and the tick 
mouthpiece and lever the tick 
out," ASCIA said on its website. 

"This method, however, does 
not prevent anaphylaxis in tick 
allergic individuals and 
therefore ASCIA specifically 
advises against this method." 

Professor van Nunen's 
research says the most 
practicable method of killing a  

tick on a human host is to use a 
freezing agent. 

"For small ticks — nymph and 
larval ticks — dab it, don't grab 
it," she said. 

"For adult ticks, freeze it, don't 
squeeze it. And remember 
household tweezers are tick 
squeezers." 

For the full story see: 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/20
19-01-18/how-ticks-can-cause-
mammalian-meat-
allergy/10719136 
_________________________ 

 
A call to cull feral 
felines 
 
Australia is at war with cats and 
we are losing.  “We need to cull 
more of them.  Shoot, poison, 
alter their genes, lets get rid of 
them”. 

 
There are an estimated 2.8 
million cats across the country 
and destroying 1.4 billion native 
animals every year.  One feral 
cat in the bush kills about 370 
invertebrates, 44 frogs, 225 
reptiles, 130 birds and 390 
mammals a year. 
 
Our 3.7 Million domestic (pet) 
cats kill another 600 million 
animals; a good reason to keep 
pet cats inside. 
 
Cats are responsible for the 
rapid and catastrophic loss of 
wildlife in our country, including 
some species extinctions.  
Currently, they threaten 74 
mammal, 40 bird, 21 reptile and 
four amphibian species through 
direct attacks, competitive 
exclusions and disease 
transmission. 
 
The 2015 Federal government 
plan to cull two million cats by 
2020 was too ambitious and 
which also attracted global 
outrage from cat lovers.  While 
the plan has not been 
achieved, alternate methods 
have seen the preservation of 
selected wildlife through 
purpose built cat and predator 
free enclosures such as those 
at Curawinya National Park to 
reintroduce Bilbies to the area. 
 
Extract from ‘Avoid a 
catastrophe and cull feral 
felines’ by Jesica Marszalek, 
Sunday Mail 14 Feb. 2021., 
p50 
_________________________ 

Device targeting feral 

cats could help claw 

back native animal 

numbers 
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The Felixer, an autonomous 
device that can target and cull 
feral cats in the wild, could be 
key in rebuilding Australia’s 
decimated native animal 
populations. 

Ecologists from UNSW Sydney 
have evaluated a promising 
new method to control the 
devastating toll feral cats have 
inflicted on population numbers 
of Australian native species. 

In a study published today in 
the nature journal Wildlife 
Research, the authors report on 
a trial of the Felixer – an 
autonomous device placed in 
remote areas that can identify 
and kill feral cats while easily 
distinguishing them from other 
non-target animals.  The 
researchers found that in just 
six weeks of testing, 20 Felixer 
devices scattered about a 
2600-ha fenced paddock in 
South Australia eliminated two 
thirds – or 33 cats – of the local 
feral cat population. 

Lead researcher Dr Katherine 
Moseby with UNSW Science’s 
School of Biological, Earth and 
Environmental Sciences says 
while cats are deservedly 
treasured as household pets, 
their impact upon native animal 
populations has been lethal – 

which she has witnessed 
firsthand. 

 Most of the reintroductions that 
happen now in Australia 
happen on islands or fenced 

reserves where they've 
eradicated all the feral animals.  
So we don't do very many 
reintroductions now into open 
landscapes because of the 
threat of cats and foxes.” 

A Felixer set up in a remote 
environment can easily 
distinguish cats from other 
animals with great efficiency – 
at a rate of 100 per cent in the 
most recent study.  This means 
the poison it administers – in 

the form of a gel sprayed onto 
the fur of a passing cat – does 
not inadvertently harm other 
native animals.  And because 
the poison is ingested by cats 
as they compulsively groom 
themselves, it gets around the 
problem of baits going uneaten. 

“All the cats that we were 
aware of that passed in front of 
a Felixer during the trial and got 
squirted –all died,” Dr Moseby 
says.  “And the ones that didn't 
die were the ones that didn't go 
in front of the Felixer.  So if 
we'd left the traps there longer, 
we could have potentially 
eradicated cats from the area.” 

 

The Felixer is about 50cm high 

by 50cm deep  

 
Lachlan Gilbert 
Extract from: 

https://newsroom.unsw.edu.au/
news/science-tech/device-
targeting-feral-cats-could-help-
claw-back-native-animal-
numbers 
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Items for sale 
 
3-14 X sight 11 HD day / night scope with original unused IR that came with it  $850 . 
 
Ground force GF-IR-3000 with picatinni adjustable mount  $130. 
 
Z Vision DN-303 IR-Red and White torch new  $300. 
 
BOBLOV IR monocular with range finder  $300. 
 
Regards Keith. 
0432475631 
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Upcoming Activity Dates  
Our calendar of activity dates is now published on our web site. Please go to: 

http://cwm.ssaaqld.org.au/2013/index.php/calendar/2021-calendar 

CWM Contacts 

http://cwm.ssaaqld.org.au/2013/index.php/contacts 

Our Supporters 
The businesses listed below support us in different ways, whether it is through direct discounts to 
members, donations to the Christmas Shoot, or items loaned for field use.  
 
When purchasing items from these businesses please be sure to mention you are a Conservation 
and Wildlife Member (CWM) for discounts where applicable.
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
SHARP EDGE 

Knife Sales  
www.asharpedgeqld.com 
Email: asharpedgeqld@gmail.com 
Ph: 07 3200 7187 
M: 0412 713 382Call 7am to 7pm - Georg 
Bernat  
 
Queensland Shooters Supplies 
Ph: 3202 2111 
Fax: 3812 8071 Emails: sales@qss.org.auOr 
for the indoor range: sales@qir.org.au 
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